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Introduction 

The XI Five Year plan has 
accorded high priority to education as a 
key instrument for achieving economic 
growth. Education is an important input 
for improving the quality of life of people. 
Quality of education plays a much 
important and vital role in the 
development of physical, mental and 
moral characteristics of human being 
which in return to strengthens economic 
future.  There is a direct relationship 
between the economic growth of a nation 
and investment on education i.e., more 
the economic progress greater will be the 
investment on education.  The 
compulsory primary education act 
extends the responsibility of the local 
administrative authorities to provide 
sufficient and better educational 
facilities.  In this paper an attempt has 
been made to analyze educational aspects 
of Pondicherry (U.T). The overall literacy 
rate of the Union Territory of 
Pondicherry is 85.9% during 2013-2014, 

which is far ahead of the national average 
of 64.8%. The child literacy rate in the 
age group of 7-14 for the Union Territory 
is 88.72%. The literacy percentage is 
highest in Mahe with 96.80% and lowest 
in Yanam with 77.66%.Elementary 
education consisting of Primary and 
secondary is the foundation of the 
education system which is well 
established in the state through the 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). The 
numbers of educational institutions 
imparting primary education in the U. T 
were 286 during academic year 2013-
2014. Numbers of people enrolled in 
Primary Schools were 21374 in 2013-14. 
The pupil teacher ratio for Primary 
section are quite impressive and they are 
lower indicating that every teacher has 
the lowest number of students to teach 
and indicating that the quality of 
education in Pondicherry is high.  One of 
the indicators of quality of education is 
the availability of adequate number of 
teachers, especially trained teachers. 
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Lesser the number of pupils a teacher 
handles better is the attention to the 
pupils and therefore the quality of 
education given. Pupil teacher ratio in 
Pondicherry is generally much better 
than in other South Indian States. This is 
especially true of primary and upper 
primary levels of education. Generally, in 
Pondicherry as well as other South 
Indian States, pupil-teacher ratio is 
better in urban areas than in rural areas 
in primary and secondary levels Ninety 
percent of the primary schools in 
Pondicherry have female teachers. In this 
respect, the UT is better off than 
Karnataka (87%). But, Kerala and 
TamilNadu have much higher percentage 
of primary schools with female teachers 
99% and 97% respectively. Proportion of 
female teachers to total number of 
teachers is also quite good in Pondicherry 
ranging from 51% to 57%. The number of 
female teachers per 100 male teachers at 
various levels of school education is much 
higher in Pondicherry after Kerala and
Tamil Nadu in south India.

Objective: 

The main objective of this research is to 
analyze the place of the Union Territory 
of Pondicherry as for as the education is 
concerned. The research was also 
concentrated to know about the 
availability of educational institutions, 
enrolment of students by stage of school, 
enrolment of students by stage of class. 

The compulsory primary 
education act extends the responsibility 
of the local administrative authorities to 
provide sufficient and better educational 
facilities. More the economic progress 
greater will be the investment on 
education. The total numbers of 
educational institutions are increasing in 
the Union Territory of Pondicherry. The 
budget expenditure on education is 
increasing. At all levels of school 

education, proportion of trained teachers 
is quite high in Pondicherry at 96%, 92%, 
94% and 96% at the primary, Upper 
Primary, secondary and higher secondary 
levels respectively. At all levels of 
education in the Union Territory, 
primary to higher secondary, girls and 
boys have more or less equal size of 
enrolment. The overall literacy rate of 
the Union Territory of Pondicherry is 
85.9% during 2013-2014, which is far 
ahead of the national average of 64.8%. 
The child literacy rate in the age group of 
7-14 for the Union Territory is 88.72%. 
The literacy percentage is highest in 
Mahe with 96.80% and lowest in Yanam 
with 77.66%.Elementary education 
consisting of Primary and secondary is 
the foundation of the education system 
which is well established in the state 
through the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA). The numbers of educational 
institutions imparting primary education 
in the U. T were 286 during academic 
year 2013-2014. Numbers of people 
enrolled in Primary Schools were 21374 
in 2013-14. . 

Database and methodology: The 
study is purely based on secondary data 
the sample observations are 09 years. 
The reference period of the study is from 
2005 2006 academic year to, 2013- 2014 
academic year. The required information 
was obtained from records of the office of 
the Directorate of school Education, 
Pondicherry.

Findings:

One of the indicators of quality of 
education is the availability of adequate 
number of teachers, especially trained 
teachers. Lesser the number of pupils a 
teacher handles better is the attention to 
the pupils and therefore the quality of 
education given. Pupil teacher ratio in 
Pondicherry is generally much better 
than in other South Indian States. This is 
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especially true of primary and upper 
primary levels of education. Generally, in 
Pondicherry as well as other South 
Indian States, pupil-teacher ratio is 
better in urban areas than in rural areas 
in primary and secondary levels.

Incentives for Education:

The Government of Union Territory of 
Pondicherry provides several incentives 
for promoting       girls’ education. They 
are:

Free cycles to girls studying in 9th 
standard; (this helps girls from rural 
areas and economically  weaker 
sections to attend schools and in their 
retention; during 2003-04, over 5000 
girl students   were given free cycles);

Scholarship of Rs.250/- per annum for 
girls belonging to Other Backward 
Communities (OBCs) and living 
below poverty line;

Exclusive girls hostels for Scheduled 
Caste students;

Provision of retention scholarships at 
Rs.500/- per year per student for 
Scheduled Caste girl students who 
continue to attend schools without 
getting dropped out;

Financial assistance (opportunity 
cost) of Rs.2000 per annum to the 
parents of Scheduled Caste girl 
students and

Free supply of books, uniforms, 
stationery items and chappals.
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                   The enrollment of students at 
all stages of schools, i.e., at (Pre-Primary 
School, Primary School, Middle School, 
High School, Higher Secondary School, 
and Junior College) is being increased 
during the study period 2005-06 to 2013-
2014.The increment of enrollment of 
students was much higher in Higher 
Secondary Schools, as well as in Junior 

Colleges too. In Higher Secondary 
Schools, the enrollment of students has 
increased from 96751 during 2005-06 to 
141522 during 2014-2015.Similarly in 
Junior Colleges also the enrollment of 
students has increased from 616 to 1534 
during the study period 2005-2006 to 
2013-2014.
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The table above shows that the 
enrollment of students at Pre-Primary 
level of education for both boys and girls 
had not shown any considerable change 
and it is almost same during different 
academic years of the study period. And 
same is the case with Primary (I to VI) 
and Middle School (VI to VIII) students 
also. Whereas in High School, and in 
Higher Secondary School 

The enrollment of both boys and girls 
had shown a considerable increase. At 

High School level of education the 
enrollment of boys has increased from
20485 in 2005-2006 to 24008 during 

2013-2014.The enrollment of girls also 
has increased from 19755 to 22915 
during the study period. At Higher 
Secondary level of Schooling, the 
enrollment of boys has increased from 
10575 to 14870 and girls’ enrollment has 
increased from 11789 to 17436 during the 
study period 2005-06 to 2013-14.
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Conclusion:

One of the indicators of quality of 
education is the availability of adequate 
number of teachers, especially trained 
teachers. Lesser the number of pupils a 
teacher handles better is the attention to 
the pupils and therefore the quality of 
education given. Pupil teacher ratio in 
Pondicherry is generally much better 
than in other South Indian States. This is 
especially true of primary and upper 
primary levels of education. In this paper 
an attempt has been made to analyze 
educational aspects of Pondicherry (U.T). 
The overall literacy rate of the Union 
Territory of Pondicherry is 85.9% during 
2013-2014, which is far ahead of the 
national average of 64.8%. The child 
literacy rate in the age group of 7-14 for 
the Union Territory is 88.72%. The 
literacy percentage is highest in Mahe 
with 96.80% and lowest in Yanam with 
77.66%.Elementary education consisting 
of Primary and secondary is the 
foundation of the education system which 
is well established in the state through 
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). The 
numbers of educational institutions 
imparting primary education in the U. T 
were 286 during academic year 2013-
2014. Numbers of people enrolled in 
Primary Schools were 21374 in 2013-14. 
The pupil teacher ratio for Primary 
section are quite impressive and they are 
lower indicating that every teacher has 
the lowest number of students to teach 
and indicating that the quality of 
education in Pondicherry is high
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