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Abstract: India has made significant progress towards achieving the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), yet numerous challenges persist. This article reviews India’s path
toward fulfilling the SDGs, focusing on the alignment of policies with these global targets, the
progress across key sectors, and the barriers hindering their achievement. The study delves into
India’s policy frameworks and state-level performances as captured in the SDG India Index,
evaluating the effectiveness of national initiatives and their alignment with the SDGs. The
analysis draws attention to the disparities between states, highlighting the varied pace at which
each state is advancing towards these goals. Through an in-depth examination of data on
poverty reduction, education, healthcare, climate action, and energy access, the article identifies
key areas of success as well as critical gaps that need to be addressed. Furthermore, it
underscores the need for strengthening governance structures, improving data collection, and
enhancing collaboration between the public and private sectors. Recommendations are
provided to accelerate India’s SDG progress, such as prioritizing sustainable urbanization,
fostering inclusive growth, and scaling up renewable energy initiatives. The article concludes
with a call for a more integrated, region-specific approach to ensure no one is left behind in the
pursuit of a sustainable and prosperous future for all.
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1. Introduction

India, the world’s most populous nation, is at the forefront of the global commitment to
achieving the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. As a developing
economy with a significant proportion of its population still facing poverty, hunger, and health
challenges, India’s progress on the SDGs is critical not only for its citizens but also for global
sustainability. The SDG India Index, developed by NITI Aayog, has become a crucial tool in
monitoring progress at the state and national levels, fostering cooperative and competitive
federalism. The latest SDG India Index reveals mixed progress across the goals. States like Kerala
and Himachal Pradesh have emerged as leaders in areas such as quality education (SDG 4) and
good health and well-being (SDG 3). However, challenges persist in areas like gender equality
(SDG 5), with societal and systemic barriers slowing the pace of transformation. Similarly, while
significant strides have been made in affordable and clean energy (SDG 7) through the growth of
renewable energy projects like the NTPC Green initiatives, issues such as air pollution and urban
water management remain acute. India’s government has emphasized the localization of SDGs,
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with programs like "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas" (Collective Effort, Inclusive Growth) aligning with
the "Leave No One Behind" ethos of the 2030 Agenda. Investments in renewable energy, digital
inclusion, and social welfare schemes like PM-KISAN are enhancing sustainable development
outcomes. Notably, India's renewable energy sector has seen a 167% surge in solar installations
in 2024, marking a significant shift towards clean energy.

India’s proactive role in climate action, showcased at COP29, underscores its commitment to
SDG 13 (Climate Action). The nation has launched multiple projects to improve energy
efficiency, combat deforestation, and support green initiatives. Despite these efforts, air quality
in urban centers remains a pressing issue, with pollution levels in Delhi often breaching
hazardous levels, underscoring the need for more robust environmental policies. While India
has made commendable progress, achieving the SDGs by 2030 will require continued focus on
inclusivity, robust governance, and innovative solutions. Strengthening partnerships at local,
national, and international levels, alongside leveraging technological advancements and
financial investments, will be key to overcoming barriers. Addressing disparities across states
and focusing on marginalized communities are critical to ensuring no one is left behind. India’s
efforts, though ambitious, demonstrate a resolute commitment to sustainable development,
setting an example for other developing nations. As the 2030 deadline approaches, India’s
actions will not only determine its trajectory but also influence global progress towards a
sustainable future.

1.2 Background of the study:

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations in 2015, represent a
global framework to address pressing challenges such as poverty, inequality, climate change,
and environmental degradation by 2030. For a diverse and rapidly developing country like
India, achieving these goals is both a necessity and a formidable challenge. With over 1.4 billion
people and a growing economy, India plays a critical role in the global sustainability agenda.
India has made significant progress in certain areas of the SDGs, particularly in poverty
alleviation, renewable energy, and digital inclusion. Initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) have expanded financial inclusion, while the rise in renewable energy
capacity highlights strides toward clean energy (SDG 7). However, the country faces persistent
challenges in areas like gender equality, quality education, and climate action, largely due to
socio-economic disparities, inadequate infrastructure, and environmental degradation.

The Indian government has developed comprehensive strategies to localize and monitor SDG
implementation. The SDG India Index, launched by NITI Aayog, serves as a critical benchmarking
tool, measuring state-level progress and encouraging cooperative federalism. States such as
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Himachal Pradesh are leading in SDG performance, while others still
face significant gaps. The backdrop of India’s socio-economic diversity adds complexity to the
implementation of SDGs. Rural and urban divides, coupled with the needs of marginalized and
indigenous communities, require tailored approaches to ensure inclusivity. The country’s
commitment to sustainable development is evident in its proactive participation in global
forums, such as COP29, and its ambitious renewable energy goals, including achieving 500 GW
of non-fossil fuel energy capacity by 2030.

This study aims to analyze India's path toward achieving the SDGs, highlighting progress,
challenges, and policy interventions. By examining key determinants and showcasing successful
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case studies, the research seeks to provide insights into effective strategies for sustainable
development. It also underscores the need for collaborative efforts across government, private
sector, and civil society to overcome existing barriers and ensure holistic progress. India’s
efforts hold global significance; as the largest democracy and a rapidly developing economy, its
successes and setbacks in achieving the SDGs will influence the global trajectory toward
sustainable development. This context underscores the urgency and importance of evaluating
India’s strategies and outcomes in achieving the SDGs.

1.3 Review of literature:

India’s path toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is multifaceted, as
reflected in a variety of studies analyzing both the successes and gaps in the implementation of
the SDG framework. Panda, Sethi, and Agrawal (2018) conducted a cross-sectional analysis that
examines the SDG performance across Indian states, revealing significant disparities in the
progress made. They argue that to address the existing inequalities, India needs region-specific
interventions that cater to diverse socio-economic contexts. Their research underscores the
necessity of aligning local governance structures with SDG targets, emphasizing that a one-size-
fits-all approach is ineffective. Furthermore, Kumar and Jain (2021) investigate urban
sustainability challenges, particularly the difficulty that many Indian cities face in balancing
economic growth with environmental sustainability. They argue that urban planning must
integrate sustainability indicators, resource optimization, and stakeholder participation to
achieve SDGs effectively within urban centers. The findings indicate that there is a critical need
for planning that incorporates environmental and socio-economic considerations to ensure that
cities contribute positively toward SDG targets.

Moreover, Gupta and Mehra (2020) provide a critique of the SDG India Index, questioning its
effectiveness and calling for improvements in its methodology. The authors suggest that the
current data systems are insufficient for accurately tracking SDG progress, and therefore, there
is a need for more robust and transparent measurement tools. This observation is critical for
ensuring that India’s progress can be monitored effectively, facilitating better policy decisions.
Mishra and Rao (2022) examine regional disparities in SDG achievement, with a focus on sectors
like health and education. Their study suggests that localized, community-based interventions
could be crucial in bridging these gaps and promoting more inclusive growth. They recommend
that India focus on empowering local communities, especially in rural areas, to play a central
role in SDG implementation. Thomas and Rajan (2019) offer a different perspective by focusing
on Kerala’s successful SDG localization. They attribute Kerala’s progress to participatory
governance, which involves local communities and aligns state policies with SDG targets. Their
study provides valuable insights into how other states can replicate this model of inclusive
governance to enhance SDG outcomes. Finally, Sharma and Singh (2023) address India’s
environmental challenges in the context of the SDGs, particularly concerning sustainable energy
and biodiversity. Their research highlights the need for stronger public-private partnerships
and grassroots initiatives to tackle systemic environmental issues. They argue that collaborative
efforts between government bodies, businesses, and local communities will be key to ensuring
long-term sustainability and achieving SDG targets.
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1.4 Objectives

1. To evaluate the progress of Indian states and union territories in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) using a comparative framework.

2. To investigate the alignment of India's national and state-level policies with SDG targets.

3. To develop actionable recommendations for accelerating SDG achievement.

2.India's Policy Framework and Its Alignment with the SDGs

India’s policy framework for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is shaped by

its commitment to inclusive development, environmental sustainability, and social justice. Over

the years, India has adopted a series of national policies that align with global SDG targets,

aiming to promote economic growth while ensuring social equity and environmental protection.

Despite these efforts, the country faces challenges in effectively aligning policies with SDG goals

due to regional disparities, institutional barriers, and financial constraints.

National Policies Supporting SDGs in India

India has developed several key national policies designed to align with the United Nations

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These policies aim to address challenges such as

poverty, education, healthcare, sanitation, and environmental sustainability. Below is a detailed

look at some of the major policies that support the SDGs:

2.1. National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) (2008)

The National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), launched in 2008, consists of eight

national missions targeting climate change mitigation and adaptation. The missions promote

sustainable development, reduce carbon emissions, and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Covering diverse sectors such as energy efficiency, water conservation, solar power, sustainable

agriculture, and forests, the NAPCC contributes significantly to SDG 13 (Climate Action). For

instance, the National Mission on Enhanced Energy Efficiency focuses on reducing energy

consumption in industries, while the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture promotes

practices that ensure food security while reducing agricultural emissions.

2.2. National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (2013)

The National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP), launched in 2013, aims to promote

electric vehicle (EV) adoption and manufacturing in India, contributing to SDG 7 (Affordable and

Clean Energy) and SDG 13 (Climate Action). The mission's goal is to reduce India’s dependence

on fossil fuels and lower its carbon footprint by encouraging the production and use of electric

vehicles. It also aims to improve air quality, reduce transportation costs, and boost the green

economy.

2.3. Swachh Bharat Mission (2014)

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Clean India Mission), launched in 2014, is one of the most

significant initiatives aimed at achieving SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation). The mission's

objectives include promoting cleanliness, constructing toilets, and eliminating open defecation.

Targeting both rural and urban areas, it focuses on enhancing sanitation facilities, waste

management, and public hygiene. The mission has made significant strides in reducing open

defecation, improving sanitation infrastructure, and positively impacting health outcomes by

decreasing sanitation-related diseases.
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2.4. Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (2014)

Launched in 2014, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PM]DY) seeks to achieve SDG 1 (No
Poverty) by promoting financial inclusion for the unbanked population. The scheme ensures
access to financial services like savings accounts, insurance, and pension schemes, especially for
marginalized communities. By enhancing access to banking services, PMJDY enables better
financial management, fosters inclusion, and aids in reducing income inequality and poverty.
2.5. Make in India (2014)

The Make in India initiative, launched in 2014, aims to transform India into a global
manufacturing hub in alignment with SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth). It focuses on
boosting the manufacturing sector’s contribution to India’s GDP, creating employment
opportunities, and fostering innovation. The initiative promotes sustainable industrialization
and provides workers with better job prospects, thereby enhancing economic output and the
quality of employment.

2.6. Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) (2015)

The Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), launched in 2015,
addresses urbanization challenges and aligns with SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and
Communities). It focuses on improving urban infrastructure, providing basic services to the
urban poor, and enhancing the quality of life in urban areas. The mission emphasizes clean
drinking water, sanitation, waste management, green spaces, and sustainable infrastructure to
create better urban living conditions.

2.7. National Policy on Education (2016)

India’s National Policy on Education (NPE), updated in 2016, is designed to achieve SDG 4
(Quality Education) by promoting inclusive and equitable education for all, especially
marginalized groups. The policy prioritizes universal access to quality education, improved
teacher training, and better infrastructure. It also aims to reduce dropout rates, ensure gender
equality in education, and provide vocational training to enhance youth employability.

2.8. National Health Policy (2017)

India’s National Health Policy (2017) aligns with SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being), aiming
for universal health coverage. It emphasizes improving healthcare access, reducing disparities
between urban and rural areas, and enhancing maternal and child health. The policy focuses on
preventive care, reducing communicable and non-communicable diseases, and ensuring
equitable resource distribution. It also advocates for a robust healthcare workforce and the
integration of digital technologies in healthcare delivery.

3. Comparative Progress Across Indian States on Key SDGs

The second objective involves analyzing the progress of Indian states and Union Territories
(UTs) in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically across key domains such
as poverty alleviation, health, education, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. This
comparative study is vital for identifying regional disparities, understanding strengths and
challenges, and recommending tailored strategies to accelerate SDG implementation. India's
decentralized governance structure places significant responsibility on states and UTs for
implementing policies and achieving development goals. NITI Aayog's SDG India Index provides
a comprehensive assessment of state-wise performance across various SDGs, scoring each state
on indicators like health outcomes, education levels, gender equality, economic growth, and
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environmental conservation. These scores facilitate benchmarking and foster competitive

federalism to improve overall development outcomes.
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3.2 Complete Analysis of Progress Across Key SDGs in India

SDG 1: No Poverty

The data reveals considerable variation in poverty reduction among states. Kerala, with a score
of 78, leads the rankings, benefitting from comprehensive welfare programs and a high human
development index. Tamil Nadu (70) and Himachal Pradesh (73) also demonstrate strong
performance through targeted rural development schemes and employment generation
initiatives. Conversely, states like Odisha (64) and Jharkhand (61) struggle due to limited
outreach of poverty alleviation measures and high dependency on agriculture. UTs like Delhi
(72) also rank high due to better urban-focused social security measures. Overall, the data
underscores the role of governance and targeted policies like MGNREGA in addressing poverty
effectively.

SDG 2: Zero Hunger

Kerala (72) and Punjab (strong agricultural performance) demonstrate exemplary progress in
food security and nutritional outcomes. States like Andhra Pradesh (65) and Telangana (66)
have improved access to food through the Public Distribution System and farmer-centric
policies. However, high malnutrition rates persist in Odisha (62) and Jharkhand (59),
highlighting gaps in nutritional interventions. Programs like PM Poshan and ICDS have had
mixed success, with better results in agriculturally advanced states but limited impact in tribal
and rural areas.

SDG 3: Good Health and Well-Being

Kerala (80) and Himachal Pradesh (79) lead due to robust public health systems and high
healthcare expenditure. States like Karnataka (75) and Tamil Nadu (76) also score well,
reflecting improvements in maternal and child health indicators. However, Bihar (68) and Uttar
Pradesh (64) continue to lag, facing challenges in healthcare access and infrastructure. The
success of Ayushman Bharat is notable in states with developed healthcare systems but needs
scaling in underserved regions.

SDG 4: Quality Education

Kerala (85) excels due to high literacy rates and universal access to education, followed by
Himachal Pradesh (81) and Tamil Nadu (80), which have significantly reduced dropout rates.
Andhra Pradesh (76) and Karnataka (79) reflect moderate improvement, though rural areas
face infrastructure challenges. States like Rajasthan (75) and Madhya Pradesh (74) continue to
struggle with educational inequalities, particularly in tribal regions. Digital initiatives like e-
Vidya have shown promise but require better implementation in lagging states.

SDG 5: Gender Equality

Kerala (82) and Tamil Nadu (78) maintain their lead, reflecting better female participation in
education and employment. Programs like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and increased reservation in
politics have helped Haryana (74) and Telangana (74) improve gender parity. States like
Rajasthan (72) and Uttar Pradesh (70), however, require stronger enforcement of gender-
related laws and initiatives to combat patriarchal norms.

SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

Himachal Pradesh (80) and Punjab (81) have successfully implemented the Jal Jeevan Mission,
achieving near-universal access to piped water. Andhra Pradesh (78) and Karnataka (81) show
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strong performance, though they face challenges in water stress areas. Odisha (75) and Bihar
(73) lag behind, reflecting gaps in sanitation coverage and water quality improvements.
Sustainable water resource management is a critical focus area for these states.

SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

Delhi (80) and Goa (78) lead in renewable energy adoption and electrification, showcasing the
impact of initiatives like Saubhagya Yojana. States like Tamil Nadu (78) and Karnataka (77) have
leveraged their renewable energy potential effectively. Jharkhand (69) and Chhattisgarh (71),
however, face constraints in expanding clean energy infrastructure, highlighting regional
disparities in energy access.

SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

Kerala (79) and Tamil Nadu (75) exhibit robust labor market conditions and industrial growth,
contributing to higher scores. States like Andhra Pradesh (71) and Gujarat (73) have shown
moderate improvement but need better skill development initiatives. Low-ranking states such
as Bihar (65) and ]Jharkhand (67) need stronger policies for labor welfare and industrial
diversification.

SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure

Kerala (77) and Tamil Nadu (76) lead the rankings, reflecting strong industrial policies and
infrastructure investments that support innovation and entrepreneurship. Tamil Nadu's
industrial hubs and Kerala's advancements in digital infrastructure have contributed to their
higher scores. Andhra Pradesh (75) and Telangana (76) also show promise with progressive
industrial development policies, although these are unevenly distributed between urban and
rural areas. In contrast, Bihar (68) and Assam (69) face infrastructural deficits and limited
industrial growth. Initiatives like the National Infrastructure Pipeline have potential but need to
address state-specific challenges for more balanced progress.

SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

Kerala (76) and Tamil Nadu (74) continue to set examples with lower income and social
inequality levels, aided by inclusive governance models and effective redistribution policies.
States like Gujarat (72) and Andhra Pradesh (70) are making incremental progress by
implementing welfare schemes that focus on marginalized communities. On the other hand,
states like Bihar (67) and Madhya Pradesh (69) still grapple with significant disparities in
income, education, and healthcare access. Closing these gaps will require comprehensive social
policies and regional equity initiatives.

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

Himachal Pradesh (78) and Goa (80) excel due to effective urban planning and waste
management systems. Andhra Pradesh (76) and Karnataka (78) have made strides in smart city
initiatives, enhancing urban sustainability. However, states like Rajasthan (74) and West Bengal
(75) face challenges in housing, waste disposal, and urban sprawl management. Programs like
the Smart Cities Mission have shown potential but require more inclusive and localized
implementation strategies for better outcomes.

SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production

Kerala (80) and Tamil Nadu (77) lead with strong policies on waste management and
sustainable practices. Andhra Pradesh (76) and Karnataka (78) are also progressing due to
effective promotion of sustainable agricultural practices. However, states like Odisha (67) and
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Madhya Pradesh (68) lag, highlighting gaps in industrial regulation and awareness campaigns.
The need for stricter enforcement of environmental standards and increased awareness of
responsible consumption is evident.
SDG 13: Climate Action
Kerala (80) and Himachal Pradesh (77) demonstrate proactive climate action through
renewable energy adoption and disaster preparedness measures. Andhra Pradesh (73) and
Telangana (74) have shown progress but remain vulnerable to climate-induced risks, especially
in coastal and semi-arid regions. States like Jharkhand (69) and Chhattisgarh (71) need more
focused climate policies and stronger disaster mitigation frameworks. Programs under the
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) require state-specific customization for better
impact.
SDG 14: Life Below Water
Coastal states like Kerala (83) and Tamil Nadu (80) score high due to robust marine
conservation policies and sustainable fishing practices. Andhra Pradesh (79) has made efforts in
coastal ecosystem restoration but needs to address pollution issues more effectively. Odisha
(75) and Gujarat (73) face challenges in balancing economic activities like ports and fisheries
with marine conservation. Enhanced policy coordination between central and state authorities
is essential for sustained improvement.
SDG 15: Life on Land
Kerala (81) and Himachal Pradesh (80) lead in forest conservation and biodiversity protection,
supported by community-led initiatives. Andhra Pradesh (77) and Telangana (77) show
improvements in afforestation and soil conservation measures. In contrast, Jharkhand (69) and
Madhya Pradesh (70) face issues like deforestation and unsustainable agricultural practices.
Enhanced funding for ecological restoration projects can accelerate progress in
underperforming states.
SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
Kerala (75) and Tamil Nadu (72) rank high due to robust governance frameworks, effective law
enforcement, and low crime rates. Andhra Pradesh (70) and Karnataka (73) reflect moderate
progress in improving institutional efficiency. States like Bihar (67) and Uttar Pradesh (66)
continue to face governance challenges, including high corruption levels and weak institutional
capacities. Strengthening rule-of-law initiatives and increasing transparency in governance are
critical for these states to improve their scores.
4. Strategies for Accelerating Progress Toward SDGs by 2030

This study focuses on formulating strategies for accelerating India's progress toward
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. Given the diverse socio-economic
landscape and regional disparities across the country, it is essential to adopt a multi-pronged,
inclusive, and tailored approach to ensure the effective realization of the SDGs. This objective
aims to propose both policy and programmatic strategies, ensuring that the implementation is
context-sensitive and data-driven, aligning with the needs and priorities of each state while
maintaining national consistency.
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4.2 Key Strategies for Accelerating Progress
1. Strengthening Governance and Institutions

To accelerate SDG achievement, it is crucial to improve governance at both the national and
state levels. This involves strengthening institutions responsible for monitoring and
implementing SDG-related policies. Ensuring effective coordination between ministries, states,
and local governments will streamline efforts and minimize duplication. An important step is to
empower local institutions with adequate resources and capacity, especially in rural and
marginalized areas, which face disproportionate challenges in SDG implementation.

Additionally, creating transparent and accountable mechanisms for tracking progress on
SDGs at state and district levels will increase public awareness and participation, thereby
boosting the effectiveness of interventions. The establishment of SDG Cells in various states can
serve as specialized units that ensure the proper integration of SDGs into state policies, aligning
development programs with global targets.
2. Policy and Structural Reforms

India needs to pursue comprehensive policy reforms that incorporate SDG targets into the
planning and implementation phases of national development programs. Policies must prioritize
poverty reduction, sustainable agriculture, education, healthcare, and environmental
sustainability. States should be encouraged to create state-specific action plans based on their
unique challenges and opportunities. For instance, in states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, there
is a strong need for improved healthcare infrastructure and education reform, focusing on rural
and underprivileged communities. In contrast, states such as Gujarat and Karnataka, which have
made strides in renewable energy development, can lead the way in energy transition policies
and green technology innovations.
3. Promoting Private Sector Involvement and Investment

Achieving SDGs requires not only public funding but also a strong push from the private
sector. Encouraging corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives and public-private
partnerships (PPP) can significantly enhance funding and technical support for SDG initiatives.
The private sector can play a vital role in addressing sustainable industrial growth, job creation,
clean energy development, and agriculture modernization. For example, renewable energy
companies can be incentivized to invest in underserved areas to improve energy access, while
agribusinesses can adopt sustainable farming practices, ensuring both economic growth and
environmental protection. Leveraging the potential of digital platforms for education and
healthcare delivery can also help bridge the infrastructure gap in underserved regions.
4. Strengthening Data and Monitoring Systems

A crucial step in accelerating progress is the establishment of robust data collection and
monitoring systems. Reliable data is essential to identify bottlenecks and ensure that resources
are allocated efficiently. The government should build data-sharing platforms that provide up-
to-date and accurate information on SDG progress at state, district, and even block levels.
Moreover, involving civil society organizations and academic institutions in data collection and
research can improve the quality and scope of data, making it more comprehensive. Regular SDG
audits and third-party evaluations of state and national policies would provide transparency
and accountability in the use of public funds and interventions.
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5. Capacity Building and Public Awareness

State governments must undertake capacity-building initiatives for both policymakers and

local officials to enhance their understanding of the SDGs and their integration into policy and
planning. Training programs should focus on building skills in areas such as sustainable
agriculture, renewable energy solutions, data management, and inclusive development.
Simultaneously, creating widespread public awareness campaigns about SDGs can promote
community participation and ownership. The participation of citizens, especially marginalized
groups, is vital to ensuring the successful implementation of SDGs. Using digital media
platforms, community radio, and local outreach programs, states can create awareness about
key issues like climate change, gender equality, and poverty alleviation, encouraging grassroots-
level involvement.

6. Environmental Sustainability and Climate Resilience

India is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, with an increasing number
of extreme weather events like floods, droughts, and cyclones. Developing climate resilience
strategies for regions most affected by these changes is essential. States need to enhance water
conservation, natural resource management, and sustainable agriculture practices to ensure
food and water security. For example, Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim can provide models for
other states in forest conservation and sustainable agriculture, integrating organic farming and
agroforestry practices to mitigate the adverse effects of climate change. Additionally, water
management schemes like the Jal Jeevan Mission should be expanded to ensure clean water
access across states.

5. Major Findings and Recommendations

India’s journey toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) reflects a

mix of progress, challenges, and opportunities across social, economic, and environmental

dimensions. The findings highlight a diverse landscape of state-level performances influenced by

geographic, demographic, and governance factors. The analysis underscores the alignment of

India's policy framework with SDGs, the disparities in progress across states, and the gaps in

implementation and monitoring. Identifying these findings is pivotal to developing actionable

recommendations for accelerated and inclusive progress toward the 2030 agenda.

5.1 Major Findings

1) India's policy frameworks are well-aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
leveraging programs like NITI Aayog's SDG India Index, Mission Indradhanush, and PM
Ujjwala Yojana. However, disparities persist between states due to uneven implementation
and resource allocation.

2) States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Himachal Pradesh lead in SDG performance, while
states like Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh struggle. South Indian states, including
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, perform moderately well, demonstrating strong growth in
health (SDG 3) and clean energy (SDG 7).

3) Issues such as financial limitations, institutional inefficiencies, and socio-economic
inequalities hinder SDG progress in lower-performing states. Environmental challenges and
climate-related risks also negatively impact SDGs like Climate Action (SDG 13) and Life on
Land (SDG 15).
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4) The SDG India Index provides a comprehensive assessment but faces challenges in data
standardization and periodic updates, affecting the reliability of cross-state comparisons.

5) Coastal and urban states outperform in innovation, infrastructure, and clean energy, while
landlocked and rural states struggle with poverty alleviation and health access.

5.2 Recommendations

1) Develop state-specific action plans focusing on lagging regions, especially in eastern and
northern India, with enhanced budget allocations and capacity building.

2) Improve the robustness of the SDG India Index by ensuring timely data updates, greater
granularity, and integration with local-level indicators.

3) Address inequalities through redistributive policies, emphasizing marginalized groups,
gender parity, and rural-urban equity.

4) Encourage public-private partnerships and involve community organizations in
implementing SDG-related programs, especially in areas like education and healthcare.

5) Invest in climate-resilient infrastructure and renewable energy projects, prioritizing states
vulnerable to climate risks.

6) Strengthen institutional frameworks at state and local levels through training, technology
integration, and governance reforms.

7) Establish periodic review mechanisms to track progress, identify bottlenecks, and realign
strategies in line with the 2030 SDG agenda.

8) Enhance public awareness on responsible consumption, sustainable practices, and
individual contributions toward achieving SDGs.

5.3 Conclusion
India's progress toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 is

pivotal in shaping its future trajectory of social, economic, and environmental well-being.

Despite the country's diverse socio-economic landscape, substantial strides have been made in

areas such as poverty reduction, health care improvements, access to education, and renewable

energy adoption. However, challenges remain, particularly in addressing regional disparities,

environmental sustainability, and governance inefficiencies. The need for a coherent and

inclusive national strategy that aligns with the SDGs cannot be overstated. As highlighted by the

analysis of India's policy framework, the integration of SDG targets into national and state

policies has provided a strong foundation for development, yet the implementation has often

been hampered by gaps in coordination, resources, and monitoring. To address these challenges,

governance reforms are critical to fostering better coordination and accountability across levels

of government. Strengthening the capacity of local institutions and ensuring they have the

necessary tools to implement SDGs at the grassroots level will empower communities and bring

development closer to those who need it the most. Equally important is data-driven decision-

making. India's capacity to monitor and evaluate progress on SDGs has improved, yet there is

still a need for more granular, disaggregated data to assess progress at regional levels. Enhanced

data collection, coupled with regular third-party evaluations, will provide the transparency

needed to ensure that SDG-related programs are effective and impactful. Moreover, leveraging

technological advancements, such as satellite data and digital platforms, can significantly

improve both monitoring and implementation.
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Furthermore, private sector engagement and investment are indispensable for achieving
the SDGs. The private sector can contribute significantly, not only through corporate social
responsibility (CSR) programs but also by promoting sustainable industrial practices, clean
energy solutions, and innovation in agriculture. States should create an enabling environment
for private sector participation by offering incentives and creating public-private partnerships
(PPP) to channel resources and expertise into SDG-related projects. One of the crucial
recommendations for accelerating India's SDG progress is the development of state-specific
action plans. Given the vast diversity in terms of geography, culture, and socio-economic
conditions, each state needs a customized approach that reflects its unique challenges and
opportunities. For instance, while Tamil Nadu has made strides in improving energy access,
Madhya Pradesh faces persistent challenges related to healthcare delivery. Addressing these
challenges will require localized solutions that involve stakeholders at the community level.
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